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Poem Analysis
a.) Analysis Presentation of Poem
Okpik’s poem “Moon of the Returning Sun” is about a young girl who finds it difficult connecting or relating with her ancestral heritage. The poet sets her rhythm that moves the reader through the exterior and interior landscapes in the ecological and spiritual journey. The last stanza in the poem “sealskin satchel” shows the rhyming words (31). 
b.) The literary devices used by the poet include: 
Alliteration- In the last stanza, the poet has used alliteration (occurrence of the same letter or sound at the beginning of closely related words). For example, “sealskin satchel; birch bark and pencil” (31-32).
The first letters in words “Sealskin” and “Satchel” are alliterating, and also the words “birch” and bark” as highlighted in the phrase above. 
Simile- The poet has also used simile (comparing things directly using the words “as” or “like” in line 17 as she compares herself with the wolf girl. She writes that “I as wolf girl” compares herself with the wolf girl stuck in darkness. 
Imagery- Imagery is another literary device that the poet has used in lines 11 through line 14 as she describes the color of the sky. She writes that the “sky was dark and underneath us” (11). The description of the sky’s color helps the reader see the color of the sky in mind. 
c.) Reflection 
I chose this poem because it is one of the insightful and intriguing poems in Okpik’s debut collection, Corpse Whale. The poem is an embodiment of Okpik’s distinguishable writing. For example, the use of Inupiat words such as Anaktuvik and Tulugaq in line 9 of the poem gives the poet omniscient qualities. The poet offers multiple cultural and spiritual perspectives to understand the interrelationship between human and non-human experiences. This poem reminds me of my life. Going to school with children from other races made me hate mine because I saw it as a point of discrimination. I hated my race because I saw it as the cause of my isolation and inability to relate with other children. For such, I spent a long time rejecting my ancestral heritage, just like the wolf girl and the narrator in the poem.
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